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1461 news items have been monitored during the three-
month monitoring time from January 1 to March 31,
2022. The findings of analysis have showed that, women
reporters are undermined in all the monitored media.
Their proportion is almost 10 times lower than that of
male. But their participation as presenters is 1.5 times
higher than male. It is a common capitalist notion of
the media to make women visible in their contents. The
study has further investigated that women are neglected
as experts or spokesperson of the news, but they are often
shown as victims in the story. It strengthens the common
stereotypes about women that, they are vulnerable.
Most of the times women are identified by their family
members like; his wife/daughter/sister. It seems that,
women have no identification of their own. Voice of
women in media is also lower than man. A little number
of stories has challenged the common stereotypes about
women in the society.

The proportion of women is almost half in our society.
In this era of 21st century, women are participating in
all forms of profession like doctor, engineer, teacher
or government officials. Thus nowadays ‘women
empowerment’ has become an important topic of
discussion.

In this era of science and technology, all forms of
media have become an integral part of our daily lives.
They shape our outlook and influence our daily lives.
Media can flourish ‘women empowerment’ process
by disseminating women friendly contents. However,



the contents of different media outlets don't reflect the society
in terms of gender balance. Rather we are seeing disparities in
male and female representation in all categories of media. These
contents also do not play the expected role in reforming our
mindset. Only a few media outlets highlight the role of women
with a positive image in their contents.

After the end of SACMID’s third quarterly media monitoring,
it has been revealed that, women are being portrayed as victims
of sexual or physical violence in media and the contents are
made mostly to attract male readers. From our experience of
daily monitoring of the contents in selected media houses of
Bangladesh, we can see a disproportion between male and female
representation in all types (print, electronic, online) of media.

‘Inclusion’ is a part of the PRIMED (Protecting Independent
Media for Effective Development) global project in Bangladesh,
where SACMID is the local partner of FPU in Bangladesh,
working to improve gender sensitivity among Bangladeshi media
outlets and to increase the gender diversity of their contents.
Moreover, SACMID is also working on capacity building of the
journalists and awareness raising of the concerned media-house
authorities at a later stage of the project.

PRIMED is a project under a global consortium of BBC Media
Action, Free Press Unlimited, International Media Support and
Media Development Investment Fund, supported by FCDO.
Under PRIMED SACMID has been engaged in PRIMED project
from April 2021.



SAMPLING

METHODOLOGY AND

Considering the resources FPU and SACMID team
determined the sample and methodology maintaining
research protocol. On the basis of existing GMM Gender
monitoring tools SACMID has developed a gender
monitoring tool through month long consultation with
FPU. The tool constitutes 16-19 variables. For sampling,
PRIMED committee has pre-selected three media houses
through background research (media-outlet assessment),
these are Bangla Tribune, Jamuna Television and Gramer
Kagoj. Later SACMID has selected three outlets of the
same category as non-PRIMED samples to see whether
any changes happen after interventions of PRIMED
project.

SELECTED MEDIA OUTLETS AND

THE MONITORING SCHEDULE
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Bangla Tribune

Jag@'news24.com
JagoNews?24

Three days a week
6 fopmost lead
story each day

. Jamuna|tv

Jamuna Television

BANGLA
VISION

BanglaVision

Three days a week
prime fime news,
first 5 minutes and
last 7 minutes

Gramer Kagoj
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wiEwa-sifismiere i e fie TeEamem
Dainik Purbanchal

Three days a week
6 news each day,
randomly selected
from first and
last page
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REPORTING IS DOMINATED BY MALE JOURNALISTS

1461 news items have been monitored in this three-
month monitoring time. Among them 380 news items
were reported by male, and only 38 news items were
reported by female. The rest of 1043 reports do not have
bylines. Female contribution is visible in 2.6% and male
contribution is visible in 26% stories. Male contribution
has been shown about 10 times more than female.

In Second quarterly report 385 news items were reported
by male, and only 50 news items were reported by female,
rest of the reports didn't have bylines. That means, no
significant changes identified in this two reporting
periods.

BUT WOMEN ARE MORE VISIBLE IN PRESENTING NEWS

66.10% presenters of television are female in this quarter,
which was 69.9% in Second quarter. In Second quarter,
from 264 stories of Jamuna Television, 197 were female
presenters and 67 were male presenters, where the
3rd quarter shows that among the 248 presenters 167
presenters are female in Jamuna Television.

WOMEN HAVE BEEN RARELY FOUND AS EXPERTS OR
SPOKESPERSONS

Total 62 expert opinions have been taken where they
played role as main characters of the news. Only 9 of the
mare female. That means 14.52% of experts are women
where 85.48% are men. In Second quarter the numbers
of female experts were 6.
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Out of 1461 stories, 591 spokespersons were identified as
lead character of the news. Among them 116 (19.63%) are
women and 475 (80.37%) are men. Women participation
as spokesperson has been decreased slightly. In second
quarter 21.8% were women and 78.2% were men.

WHEN WOMEN ARE THE FIRST PERSONS IN STORIES,
MOST OF THE CASES THEY ARE PORTRAYED AS
VICTIMS

32.26% news stories showed women as ‘victims when
they are ‘Subject’ of the news where 11.57% men are
victims of the news when they are ‘Subject’ of the news.
This was 37.5% for women and 15.5% for men in Second
quarter.

WOMEN HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED BY THEIR MALE
FAMILY MEMBERS

Some stories referred family relationship of a respective
person, like- ‘daughter of’, and ‘wife of’. Mostly women
were defined in terms of their familial relationships.
Out of 1461 stories, total 1214 lead characters have been
found from 6 different media outlets; where 27.86% of
total women have been identified by their family role,
and 5.84% of total man was identified by their family.
The number of female Identified by their family was
quite same in the Second quarterly report, previously
it was 28.3%. But the number of male has decreased by
half. It was 10.32% in the Second quarterly report.
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VOICE OF WOMEN IS SIGNIFICANTLY LOWER THAN MEN

A total of 436 opinions have been taken from newspapers
and online portals, among them 22.24% are from women
and 77.75% are from men. The scenario was almost the
same in the Second quarter, where female voices were
found in 19.8% stories and male voices in 80.2% stories.

CHALLENGING STEREOTYPES IS STILL NEGLECTED

Only 28 (1.92%) news among 1461 news challenged
the stereotypes. Across the study it was observed that
only 19 news from PRIMED media outlets challenged
stereotypes (Gramer Kagoj-8, Bangla Tribune-8, Jamuna
Television-3). Which were 21 in previous report (Gramer
Kagoj-11, Bangla Tribune-4, Jamuna Television -6).



THE QUARTERS

COMPARISON BETWEEN

INCREASED FEMALE VOICES

It’s a good side of this study that, female voices in the
monitored media have increased notably in these three
quarters. It's a very good sign that our media are changing
slowly. Now they need proper gender based training and
appropriate guidelines.
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SECOND AND THIRD QUARTERLY REPORT

SECOND QUARTERLY THIRD QUARTERLY OBSERVATION
REPORT

385 news items were 380 news items were Female
reported by male and reported by male and reporting has
only 50 news items only 38 news items been decreased
were reported by were reported by

female.

female.



69.9 % presenters of
television channels are
female

66% presenters of
television channels are
Female

Female
participation
Slightly decreased

350 are women and 891
are men: identified as
main character of the

stories.

341 are women
and 873 are men.

Both male and
female numbers
decreased,
no significant
difference identified

37.5% news stories
showed women as
‘Victim’ when they are
‘Subject’ of the news
where 15.5% men are
victims of the news
when they are
‘Subject’ of the news.

32.26% news stories
showed women as
‘Victim’ when they are
‘Subject’ of the news
where 11.57% men are
victims of the news
when they are
‘Subject’ of the news.

‘Portraying women
as Victim’ decreased
in second quarter.
male victim also
decreased.

Total 46 expert
opinionshave been
taken where they played
role as main character
of the news. Only 6
of them are female; 13%
of experts are women
where 87% are men.

Total 62 expert opinions
have been taken where
they played role as main
characters of the news.
Only 9 of them are
female; 14.51% of
experts are women
where 85.48% are men.

Number of Women
experts increased.

Out of 1467 stories,
592 spokespersons
were identified as lead
character of the news.
Among them 21.8% are
women and 78.2%
are men.

Out of 1461 stories,
591 spokespersons
were identified as lead
character of the news.
Among them 19.63%
are women and 80.37%
are men.

Number of women
Spokesperson has
decreased

Total 415 opinions have
been taken from lead
character of the news.

Women19.8% and
male 80.2%

Total 436 opinions have
been taken from lead
character of the news.

women 22.25%
and male 77.75%

Female opinion has
been increased

28.3% of total women
have been identified by
their family role. On the
other hand 10.32% of
total man identified
by their family role.

27.86%% of total
women have been
identified by their

family role, 5.48% of
total man identified
by their family role.

Male family role
decreased about
half of the second
quarter. But female
family role remains
almost same
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COMPARISON BETWEEN PRIMED AND NON-PRIMED OUTLETS

ON A FEW INDICATORS

Findings PRIMED Non-PRIMED
Gramer | Bangla | Jamuna Dainik Jago Bangla
Kagoj | Tribune Purbanchal | news24 | Vision
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Female 0.85 1.28 10.48 0.43 0.00 2.17
Gender of Male 25.64 | 13.68 | 54.44 7.69 12.82 |37.91
Reporter  Not
Identified 73.50 | 85.04 | 35.08 91.88 87.18 |59.93
p Female 67.34 64.98
resenters
of Television  Male 32.66 35.02
Not
Identified 00 00
Voice of  Female 20.21 | 20.67 | 27.74 | 41.67 16.67 |18.82
people  Male 79.79 | 79.33 | 72.26 | 58.33 | 83.33 |81.18

Both PRIMED and Non-PRIMED Outlets are almost
same in terms of gender of the reporter, presenter and
voice of people. But PRIMED outlets are more likely
to represent female than Non-PRIMED Outlets. Non-
PRIMED Outlets should increase female reporters as it
is only 0.43%, 0.00% and 2.17% which is pretty low than
PRIMED Outlets.




SOME STORIES

T0 BE NOTED....

Some stories are needed to evaluate more deeply
to investigate the portrayals of women in various
media. These stories can challenge women’s roles and
responsibilities or degrade their roles and responsibilities.
Some stories need detailed investigation, whether the title
accurately captures the content of the news or promotes
prejudices. Whether the images accurately depict the
story’s content or they reflect stereotypes; Whether
or not the language is obviously male-chauvinistic or
biased against women.

NEWS THAT BREAKS STEREOTYPES

1.'BABY' INSTEAD OF ‘KISHORI

A news story has used the word ‘Baby’ instead of ‘Kishori’
or Teen girl in headline to address a 13 year girl, which is
really a good practice.

)\5
W

- ,n . o



2. WOMEN ARE THE PROTESTERS

In a news story a girl was sexually assaulted on the bus
and she protested. In the visual she continued to beat
the harasser. This news has challenged stereotyped as it
shows women as the protesters.

3. WOMEN ARE THE LEADERS

A five column news story showed a woman won City
Corporation election. The news got a good treatment in
the front page.




1. WOMEN ARE THE RELIEF RECEIVERS

Women are often portrayed as relief or help taker. The
picture below has shown a woman as relief receiver.
But all the relief givers were men. There might be male
relief receivers also. But the photographer has taken the
picture of a woman taking relief with the notion that it
can touch the emotion of readers.
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2. WOMEN ARE THE HOUSEWIVES

A newsstoryhasshowedall the expertsand spokespersons
male. But one female was shown as housewife cooking in
the kitchen. Her vox pop has also not been taken. This
supports the common stereotype of the society that
women are the housewives.




3. WOMEN ARE MUTED IN MEDIA

A news story showed a woman minister is giving speech.
But her speech was muted. Another story has mentioned
about speech of a women leader. But the women leader
has not been shown in the news.
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